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NEW BOOKS REVIEWED. 143 

FICTION. 

Full of the sweetness, beauty and wisdom we are accustomed 
to finding in this Dutch writer, this story* of a great genius, a 
great man and a self-sacrificing woman is a fine book marred only 
by the conventions of novel-making and the author's incomplete 
command of English. It might be reviewed in a half-dozen dif- 
ferent ways: as a conventionally wrought novel injured by too 
much incident; as a book of wisdom and aphorism and full of 
such thoughts as flow from the infinite into the hushed and listen- 
ing spirit ; thoughts such as : " Emptiness more than anything 
can fill to bursting these hearts of ours." " There is one thing 
stronger than all our plans for life and this is life itself." " Every 
human nature is limited. Whatever the poets may say, no two 
natures close on each other like the two halves of a shell. All we 
can do is to extend the laps." " A prison may also be a refuge." 
It might be used as an example to show that the most beauti- 
ful thoughts, the most vital incidents, are lost unless their creator 
manages to clothe them in beautiful form. For in this limited 
world it is concrete form and form alone that endows with 
lasting vitality and length of days. The world is full of shifting 
events, stories, plots, characters and authors who perceive them, 
but one in a thousand can gather them together and mould 
them into perfect form. Maarten Maartens has here every ele- 
ment of a great book except the mastery of language. 



Mr. Arnold Bennett arrived at the goal all too soon and is 
now famous and, if the papers tell us truly, is being rapidly 
spoiled. He is reported as writing plays, novels, series of essays 
and heaven knows what else for a half-dozen publishers, and 
" The Glimpse "-J- may be the last great book a great writer will 
be able to finish in a leisurely and adequate manner. To a psy- 
chological and visionary theme he here applies once more his ex- 
act and keen method. It is a novel as utterly different in kind 
from " Old Wives' Tales " as anything could be, but it is as 
accurate, as true, as exact, a summary of experience. Instead 
of being the experiences of three commonplace, hard-working, old 

*"The Price of Lis Doris." By Maarten Maartens. New York: 
D. Appleton & Co., 1909. 

t"The Glimpse." By Arnold Bennett. New York: D. Appleton <& 
Co., 1909. 



